	
	Accountability Amendment Update


· At last year's Democratic State Convention, over 1,000 delegates signed the following Amendment, which passed by a floor vote: 
"We call for promoting accountability to the Party Platform and reinforcing the Party's commitment to social and economic justice, by publishing a 'scorecard'* by March 1 of each year, indicating how Democratic legislators voted on 10 fundamental issues from the current Party Platform." 









* now known as the Platform Support Card 

· Since last year’s convention, the Public Policy Committee has been working with representatives from the Progressive Democrats of Somerville, CPPAX, and the Progressive Democrats of Cambridge to iron out some of the more challenging implementation details. We are pleased to report that we have reached an agreement that assures the precedent-setting initiative the full support of the Democratic State Party for a two-year trial period. 

· At the May convention the Public Policy Committee agreed to announce the Platform Support Card, to determine the composition of the implementation subcommittee, and to schedule some meetings that will lead to publication on the Web of the inaugural Platform Support Card by September 1, 2004 in time for the Primary Election. These three promises have not yet been fulfilled. 


· The sample Platform Support Card references 15 roll call votes actually taken by the State Legislature during the past year, and compares the fictitious legislator’s votes to votes that would have reflected the Party Platform.  The choice of the approximately 30 roll call votes upon which the Platform Support Card will be based – like the 15 roll call votes cited in this sample – will be vetted by the Democratic Party chair and by the implementation subcommittee, which will be composed of  State Committee members, members of the Legislature, and a representative from the sponsoring organizations. 


· Endorsed by the Waltham Democratic City Committee, the Somerville Democratic City Committee, the Plainville Democratic Town Committee, the Lincoln Democratic Town Committee, and seeking the endorsement of YOUR town committee or city committee! (please contact us to arrange a speaker).


· Please sign up for our email list today -- for more info & updates (and a link to the Platform Support Card when it goes live), visit www.PlatformSupportCard.org 
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	2003-2004 Platform Support Card for fictional State Representative J. Smith


	Fundamental Issue in Party Platform
(Click for platform text)
	Summary of related issue 
put to vote
(Click for House Journal references)
	Rep's vote on this issue
	Party platform on this issue

	Part I: Families & Children 
	Jul 10, 2003:Veto override of $200K reduction to blind job program
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	 
	Jul 10, 2003:Veto override of federal school breakfast supplement
	Smith: NO
	Platform: YES

	 Part I: Families & Children 
	Jul 10, 2003:Veto override of $900K for disability & mentoring aid
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	Part II: Education 
	May 6, 2003:3-year moratorium on charter schools
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	  
	Jun 4, 2003:Allow municipal meals tax, in addition to state meals tax
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	 
	Jul 14, 2003:Exempting two-way bilingual programs from English-only rules
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	Part III: Health Care 
	Jul 8, 2003:Veto override of $10M cut in the uncompensated care pool
	Smith: NO
	Platform: YES

	 
	Jul 10, 2003:Veto override of "Turning 22" mental disability program
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	Part IV: Economic Growth 
	May 1, 2003:Defeating corporate tax disclosure
	Smith: NO
	Platform: NO

	 
	May 1, 2003:Extending corporate tax credit 5 years
	Smith: NO
	Platform: NO

	 
	May 5, 2003:Requiring workfare for mothers of 2- to 6-year-olds
	Smith: YES
	Platform: NO

	Part V: Fiscal Responsibility 
	Apr 30, 2003:Raising the income tax to 5.95% to offset the budget deficit
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	Part VI: Safety & Justice 
	Jul 10, 2003:Veto override of Mass Correctional Legal Services
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	Part VII: Housing 
	(No votes on which to base response)

	Part VIII: Environment 
	Jul 8, 2003:Veto override of reduced fees for blood lead level testing
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES

	Part IX: Political Reform 
	(No votes on which to base response)

	Part X: Worker Rights 
	Jul 16, 2003:Early retirement for cases of MWRA-work-related cancer
	Smith: YES
	Platform: YES


For more info: www.PlatformSupport.org or write to info@PlatformSupport.org
or call (617) 320-6989 or 617-645-4773 or write us at 1770 Mass Ave. #630, Cambridge MA 02140
